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original inhabitants and was coined, I believe, by
Thakkar Bapa.

Service of adivasis is also a part of the constructive
programme. Though they are the sixteenth number
in this programme, they are not the least in point
of importance. Our country is so vast and the races
so varied that the best of us cannot know all there is
to know of men and their condition. As one discovers
this for oneself, one realizes how difficult it is to make
good our claim to be one nation, unless every unit
has a living consciousness of being one with every
other.

The adivasis are over two crores in all India.
Bapa began work among the Bhils years ago in
Gujarat. In about 1940 Shri Balasaheb Kher threw
himself with his usual zeal into this much-needed
service in the Thana District. He is now President of
the Adivasi Seva Mandal.

There are several such other workers in other
parts of India and yet they are too few. Truly, "the
harvest is rich but the labourers are few." Who can
deny that all such service is not merely humanitarian
but solidly national, and brings us nearer to true
independence ?

17. LEPERS

Leper is a word of bad odour. India is perhaps
a home of lepers next only to Central Africa. Yet
they are as much a part of society as the tallest among
us. But the tall absorb our attention though they are
least in need of it. The lot of the lepers who are much
in need of attention is studied neglect. I am tempted
to call it heartless, which it certainly is, in terms of
non-violence. It is largely the missionary who, be